
Light the fire within 
 

Camp Fire was created to guide young 
people on their journey to self‐discovery.  
Camp Fire helps youth dig deep inside and 
discover their "sparks," their personally 
defined nuggets of potential. 
 

The founders of Camp Fire felt strongly 
that young people need experiences that 
teach them to care for themselves, their 
environment, and the people around them. 

The Camp Fire Experience 
 

Professionally trained leaders. Caring adults who are true 
mentors. Our work with young people is tailored to each individual, 
guiding them to be their best, a “best” they define themselves. Camp Fire 
adults are passionate role models and champions of children. Programs 
encourage and guide youth to discover their sparks. 

Our Promise 
Young people want to shape 

the world. Camp Fire provides 
the opportunity to find their 

spark, lift their voice, and  
discover who they are.  

 

In Camp Fire, it begins now.  
 

Light the fire within 

Participant Driven 
Guided by trained adults, each young 
person sets their best course, with no 
checklists. Youth build self‐esteem and 
are motivated to find their true voice. As 
youth learn to care and work  with others 
they gain self‐confidence, lift their voices, 
and become better citizens. 

Inclusive 
Camp Fire is open to everyone. 
The uniqueness of individuals and 
families is embraced and celebrated 
every day. Camp Fire builds lasting 
relationships between people of all 
ages and backgrounds. 

Contemporary 
Camp Fire helps you  develop skills, now. Camp Fire engages 
youth right away and gives them the opportunity to build their 
abilities today. We build a strong foundation, preparing youth for 
the present and the future. 
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From the Board 
President 

Board of Directors 
Joan Harris ‐   

President 
 

Vanessa Veit ‐  
Vice‐President 

 

Mark Roetcisoender ‐  
Treasurer 

Erin Adair 
Mike Burns 

Todd Frankenfield 
Loren McWilliams 

Shaun Wesen 
Jonathan Yousling 

I would like to start by thanking all of our 
staff members for a job well done this 
year. Camp Fire Samish programs are 
growing, so adding  additional office 
space in Bellingham has helped the work 
process immensely! The Board of 
Directors continues to improve by 
making good decisions, participating in 
our fundraisers, and attending work 
parties. I'm looking forward to another 
great year!! 

Joan Harris 
Board of Directors President 

Erin Walker ‐  
Executive Director 

Heather Lindsay ‐  
Program Director 

Teresa Brescia ‐  
Development Coordinator/

Bookkeeper 

Kathryn Luera ‐  
Camp Registrar and  

Resident Camp Director 

Maura McKole ‐  
Program Facilitator  

Aaron Deshaies ‐  
Director of Operations 

Erin & Amanda Adair ‐ 
Camp Kirby Site Managers 

Jenny Funderburg ‐  
Whatcom Membership 

Administrator 

Jeri Taylor &  
Sandy Quinores ‐  

Island Membership 
Administrators 

Darcy Walters ‐  
Office Assistant 

Victor B Gotelaere ‐  
Fundraising Coordinator 

Maddie Dineen ‐  
Environmental Education 

Coordinator 

Braydon Bippley ‐  
Program Assistant 

Jasmine Emery ‐  
Program Assistant 

Taylor Malan ‐  
Program Assistant 

Camps & Outdoor Education 

Camp Kirby’s camper‐centered philosophy teaches campers how to interact and become part of a community by planning their own program 
at their developmental level. Challenge activities, archery, climbing wall, canoes, and outdoor living skills build self‐esteem and confidence in 
campers while they make new friends and have the time of their lives! 

Resident Camp Half and one week programs are offered 
in July and August for school‐aged youth entering 1st 
through 12th grade.  Each week is themed, and activities 
are designed to incorporate Camp Kirby’s extraordinary 
natural surroundings. 

Day Camp This 5‐day themed adventure ignites a child’s 
imagination. K to 10th graders live in a world of wonder. 
The program is tailored to take advantage of the unique 
features of Kirby and includes archery, crafts, swimming, 
outdoor cooking, and one optional overnight. 

Environmental Education Camp Kirby provides an 
exciting learning experience through hands‐on projects 
and activities that have a lasting effect on students. Youth 
gain environmental awareness and an appreciation for the 
world around them. We believe in the power of nature to 
awaken a child’s senses, curiosity, and desire to learn. It is 
a collaborative program shared with teachers, parents, 
and school administrators which  influences students’ lives 
and makes a positive impact on the environment. 

Teen Service & Leadership 
All of Camp Fire Samish’s teen programs work to empower teens to become leaders  
in their community today, while preparing them for wherever their future will take them. Teen 
programs offer advanced leadership skill‐building and are great for individuals, clubs, or groups. 

Counselor‐in‐Training (CIT ) This program at Resident Camp prepares youth in 11th and 
12th grade for counselor positions at our camps. It offers significant personal and early 
professional development experiences. 

Teens in Action A youth‐led and youth‐driven program! While guided by trained adults who 
act as mentors, the teens identify community needs and decide on issues they want to take 
action on to make an impact in their community.  

Counselor‐Assistant‐Training (CAT) Youth entering 9th and 10th grade spend Day Camp 
week learning valuable leadership skills, help out at different activity areas, and support 
camper groups while practicing their new fundamental skills. 

The Wohelo Award “Wohelo” stands for Work, Health, and Love—values that have been 
central to Camp Fire since we were founded in 1910. This prestigious award, for youth 15 to 
20 years old, offers opportunities for personal development, leadership, and advocacy on 
important issues. It is earned by completing an intensive and individualized set of projects 
designed to take approximately 4 years to complete. Teenage participants create their own 
projects based on their interests, values, and goals. Completing the requirements to earn the 
Wohelo Award takes incredible amounts of tenacity, creativity, and determination.  

2017 Camp Fire Samish   
Camp Kirby Staff 



Classic Club Program Camp Fire serves youth ages 3 through 
18. They meet weekly, bi‐weekly, or monthly throughout the 
year in indoor and outdoor “classrooms”. Adult leaders and 
youth create a wide variety of exciting and educational 
activities, projects, experiences, and events. In fact, activities 
are limited only by the members’ imaginations!  

Enrichment Classes Camp Fire offers After School and 
Community Classes throughout Whatcom and Skagit County. 
Youth, K to 8th grade, participate in hands‐on activities through 
theme‐based curriculum. Each course is 6 to 8 weeks long and 
provides a nurturing, constructive, and inspiring environment 
for young people to discover their sparks. 

Day Away This is Camp Fire Samish’s newest program. 
Classes and activities are in Whatcom and Skagit Counties on 
out‐of‐school days. This program offers a safe and energizing 
environment where youth can learn valuable skills and 
participate in new adventures while spending time with their 
peers. 

Before and After School Program Camp Fire Samish worked 
with Custer Elementary to provide a Before and After School 
Child Care Program. Our licensed professionals offered quality 
childcare along with proven Camp Fire programs. 

Home School Programs Camp Fire Samish has created 
programming specifically for Home School Families.  We 
provide opportunities such as science, exploration, and 
creativity in our new Bellingham Wohelo Room.  Each program 
is geared for hands‐on activities, leadership opportunities, 
learning through communication, and group problem‐solving. 

 

School Year Programs 

Camp Fire’s highly trained, caring staff encourage every child  
and teen to manage their time in a way that aligns with their 
individual passions and talents. Our staff also engages youth by 
gathering input to incorporate into Camp Fire activities each day.  

2017 Highlights 
 Club membership continues to expand. 

 Camp Fire Candy gross product sales exceeded 
$42,000. 

 Over $35,000 was invested in Camp Kirby. In 
addition to ongoing maintenance and repairs, 
we constructed two new platform tents, 
expanded Hi Tor, purchased a three door 
commercial freezer, added new kayaks to the 
fleet, and acquired more bunk beds to expand 
both camper and staff capacity. 

 The WAKUMI Alumni group was awarded an 
honorarium brick at the 2017 Annual meeting 
for their continued passion and support of 
Camp Fire Samish and Camp Kirby. 

 Resident Camp was attended by 535 individual 
campers – many for multiple weeks. 

 In 2017, we awarded a record $24,463 in 
campership funds to youth who would not 
otherwise have been able to attend Day or 
Resident Camp.  

 Our year round staff continues to expand. 
Welcome to Braydon, Jasmine, Jenny, Maura, 
and Taylor!  

 And as a result of our growing staff, we doubled 
the size of our Bellingham office space. 

 In September, staff hosted a Community 
Appreciation Day at Camp. It was fun to visit 
with past campers and staff members!  

 Several elementary schools in Skagit and 
Whatcom counties approached Camp Fire 
Samish to teach after‐school enrichment 
classes. We taught Art in Nature, Babysitting 
Certification, Environmental Education, Science 
and/or Survival Skills at four schools and to one 
home school group. We are expanding in 2018. 

 For the second year in a row, Camp Kirby was 
voted the “Best Kids Camp” by Pacific 
Northwest A‐List voters!! 

From our  
Executive Director 

Over the past year, your gifts of time, treasures, and 
talents have impacted hundreds of youth and their 
families. Youth competencies soared around life and 
social skills, conflict resolution, confidence, empathy, 
teamwork, inclusiveness, and purpose development. 
Simply put; staff members and volunteers in our 
Camp Fire Samish and Camp Kirby families, 
empowered youth to thrive. 

This annual report celebrates our growth and success 
in 2017. I’m excited to see where our shared passion 
will take us next! 

WoHeLo, 

Erin Walker  
Executive Director 



Thank you to our Donors 
A special thank you to everyone who helps light the fire within our youth. Together, we build a strong foundation which 
empowers youth to take initiative today. 

 Louise Bergman 
 Abby Miller 

Breske 
 Linda Dowe 
 Geraldine Earnst 
 Vi Jewell 
 Rudy Johnson 

 Irene Kasson 
 Katherine “Kay” 

Meyers 
 Helen Rudy 
 Leonard O 

Rodarmel 
 Harold Strobel 

In Memoriam 2017 

Donations to Camp Fire Samish have 
been made in remembrance or in  
honor of these  special people.  

Remembrance and 
Honorarium  

 United Way of Skagit County  
Days of Caring 

 Resident Camp Staff & CIT’s 
 Andeavor 
 Whidbey Island Marines 
 Dahl Electric  
 Van’s Equipment 
 Shell 
 YES Youth Group 
 Boy Scouts 

Service Groups & Businesses 
who have volunteered their 

time and talents: 

Thank you! 
 

Your contributions of talents, 
treasures, and time are vital  

to Camp Fire Samish’s  
continued success.  

Your gifts support programs which 
help youth discover their “sparks” 
- their personally defined nuggets 
of potential.  These programs give 

youth the opportunity to make 
their own decisions, have fun, and 

seek adventure—with highly 
trained, caring staff by their side 

every step of the way. 

Thank you for being a part of the 
continued success of Camp Fire 

Samish & Camp Kirby! 

In Honor 2017 

 Anya & Noah Petroff‐Howarth 
 Kate Scott 
 Anna Volk 

Our deepest apologies if anyone was missed. Thank you to all. 

20th Century Bowl  
AB Crepes  
Erin & Amanda 

Adair 
Ashton Adair 
Layne Adair 
Rick Adair 
Tim Adair 
Wally Adair 
Kim Adams 
Robyn Meligan 

Adcox 
Deborah Adelstein 
Ali Adkisson 
Alaska Airlines  
Alignment and 

Brakes Plus  
Don & Debbie Allen 
Allweather Wood 
Amazon Smile 

Foundation  
American Legion 

Kulshan Post 
154  

Anacortes Kiwanis 
Sunrisers  

Andeavor  
Elsa Anderson 
Karyn Anderson 
Trish Lane 

Anderson 
Kristi Andrews 
Jennifer Angelis 
Anelia's Kitchen & 

Stage 
Anonymous  
Anthony's 

Restaurant 
Apple Yarns  
The Archer Ale 

House  
Archer Halliday CPA  
Argosy Cruises  
Arlis's Restaurant  
Howard & Thais 

Armstrong 
Brandon Atkinson 
Suki Aufhauser 
Lorrie Austin 
Brittani Avalon 
Juianne Avalon 
Avenue Bread & 

Deli  
Maynard Axelson 
Cynthia Bach 
The Bagelry  
Patrice Bailey 
Brian & Caroline 

Baldie 
John Baldwin 
Barb's Pies  
Barnes & Noble  
Barrett 

Transmission  

Michael & Liz Bart 
Carolyn 

Baumgarten 
Beachwood Resort  
Merissa Beeck 
ES & Marilyn Bell 
Bell-Alger Sand & 

Gravel  
Brian & Bonnie 

Belles 
BelleWood Distilling  
Bellingham Ace 

Hardware  
Bellingham Bar & 

Grill  
Bellingham Bells 

Baseball  
Bellingham 

Business 
Machines 

Bellingham Central 
Lions Club  

Bellingham Detail & 
Glass 

Bellingham Fitness  
Bellingham Grocery 

Outlet  
Bellingham Theatre 

Guild  
Gordan & Dorothy 

Benner 
Cheyanne Bennett 
Darin Berdinka 
Lori Bernstein 
Betty Lou's 

Downtown 
Emporium  

Renee Biebl 
Billy's Cafe  
Braydon Bippley 
Birch Equipment & 

Rental  
Katie Biringer 
Sarah Bishop 
Blessings Salon 

Spa  
Blue Candy Mining  
Blue Fox Drive-in  
Bob's Burgers & 

Brew - Jon 
Rickert  

Bob's Chowder Bar 
& BBQ Salmon  

Glenn Bordner 
Bonnie Born 
Boundary Bay  
Isabelle Bourdeau 
Charles Bouse 
Bow Hill Blueberries  
Nadine Bowler 
Heidi & Steve 

Bradley 
Ryan Bradley 
 

Alex & Melissa 
Brancheau 

Brandywine Kitchen  
Donald & Zola 

Branham 
Karen Branham 
Brant Club  
Kelly Brewer 
Brio Laundry  
Tamara Brooks 
Brotha Dudes 

Delivery  
Tricia & Scott 

Broughton 
Beverly & David 

Brown 
Jori Brown 
Joyce Brown 
Veonne Fisher 

Brown 
Ruby Browning 
Ed Brunz 
Sue Bryson 
Buethorn 

Watercolor 
Studio  

Theresa Burden 
Emma Burgess 
Burlington Lions  
Burlington Mid-Day 

Rotary  
Burlington Rotary 

Foundation  
Mike Burns 
Cafe Rumba  
Camaloch Golf 

Course  
Dan & Chris 

Cameron 
Heather Campbell 
Sally Campbell 
Kyler Cantrell 
Carmen's 

Bookkeeping  
Carne The Butcher 

Shop 
Tom Carson 
Jane Carter 
Terri Carter 
Cascade Pizza  
Sue & Tim 

Cedargreen 
Benjamin Chang 
Charles Fine 

Jewelry  
Forest Chiavario 
Chihuly Studio  
Gerald & Susan 

Christensen 
Chuckanut Brewery 

& Kitchen  
Chuckanut Manor  
Warren & Louinda 

Churchward 

Ciao Thyme  
Coco Cobena Salon  
The Coffee Barn  
Amy & Marc 

Colando 
Colophon Cafe  
Community Food 

Co-op 
Concrete Concepts 

& Design  
Cosmo's Bistro  
Costco-Bellingham  
Costco-Burlington  
Dave Courtney 
Jody Cousins 
Michael & Dianne 

Crawford 
CreativiTea  
Cruisin Coffee  
Culture Café 
Constance 

Cunningham 
R Dean & Janice 

Cunningham 
Bridette Czerwinski 
Wendy Czopp 
Dad's Diner  
Barbara Dahlstedt 
Pat Dahlstedt 
The Daisy Cafe  
Mary Sue & Lee 

Dallas 
Sam D’Ambrosia 
Isabel D'Ambrosia 
Lauren Dandridge 
Larry & Carolyn 

Davis 
DC Health 

Chiropractic  
Del Fox Custom 

Meats  
Eric Denny 
Denny's  
Aaron Deshaies 
Becca Deshaies 
Payton DeWitt 
Bob & Mary 

Dickinson 
Dick's Sporting 

Goods  
Maddie Dineen 
Disneyland Resort  
Victoria Dobbins 
Monika 

Dobrowolska 
Maria Dolan 
Donatello's  
Lindsey & Robert 

Dorr 
E. & J. Gallo  

Winery 
EAT Restaurant & 

Bar  
Amy Eberhart 

Lori Eberle 
Deborah Eckley 
Jane A Edelman 
Karen Eichler 
Kristin Ekstran 
Emerald Isle Sailing 

Charters  
Jasmine Emery 
Maia Emery 
Debbie Ensey 
Molly Ernst 
The Eureka Room 
Fairhaven Pizza & 

Prawns  
Fairhaven Runners 

and Walkers  
Fairhaven Toy 

Garden  
Faithlife  
Farmhouse 

Restaurant  
Jackie Favors 
FDG Web 
Tobie Fehr 
Fidalgo Medical 

Associates 
Samantha Finch 
Sheri Finn 
Robert Fisher 
Todd Fisher 
Bill Fitzharris 
Chris & Karie Fleury 
Flyers Restaurant & 

Brewhouse  
Nadine Foist 
Lisa Forbis 
Larry & Susan 

Forsythe 
Todd Frankenfield 
Fred Meyer 

Community 
Rewards  

Kylin Fulton 
Sonia Gabrielson 
Ashley & Steven 

Gallagher 
Kim & John 

Gallagher 
Kathy Garde 
Garden Spot 

Nursery  
Jeanne Gardner 
Gates Foundation  
Delia & Robert 

Gauvreau 
GERE-a-Deli  
David & Nancy 

Gillespie 
Gluten Free Angels  
Scott Gordon 
Sally Grandon 
Tom & Robyn 

Granger 
Ginger Grater  

Great Harvest 
Bread Co.  

Katherine & David 
Green 

Kathy Green 
Kelsey Green 
Dan Greenberg 
Pat Lant Grenfell 
Luke Griffith 
Robert Groenendijk 
Robyn Gross 
Sherrill Gross 
Gail Grossman 
Gruff Brewing 
Irma Gulick 
Lisa Gyllenberg 
Shirleyann Booker 

Hall 
Scott & Christina 

Ham 
Hamann's Gallery 

and Gift  
Angela Hancock 
Adam Hand 
Marilyn Hanesworth 
Amy Hankins 
Frances Hansen 
Harris Ave Cafe  
Darlene Harris 
Randy & Joan 

Harris 
Karen Lewis-Hart 
Elizabeth Hartsoch 
Ellen Harwick 
Hilary Hayden 
Heart Rock Life  
Heidi Henken 
Dr. Randall Hill 
Jennifer Hillacker 
Hoagtech 

Hydroponics  
James & Peggy 

Holstine 
Homeskillet/Kirby & 

Tina White  
Kevin Hong 
Michael & Patti 

Hosking 
Hotel Bellwether  
Kari Hrutfiord 
Charlie Huddleston 
Beverly Hughes 
Carrie Hulbert 
Illuminati Brewing 
InFaith Community 

Foundation  
Iron Street Printing 
Elaine Irons 
Deanna Iverson  
Carolyn Jenkins 
J & J Jewelry 

Company  
JK Bauman 

Charitable Fund 

Jill Johnson 
Morris & Marcia 

Johnson 
Ruth Johnson 
Amy Jolley 
Adam Jones 
Marla Jones LMP  
Jungle Playland  
Just Give  
Laura Kaptinski 
Keenan's at the Pier  
Heidi Kenyon 
Rudy & Kathy 

Kerkvliet 
Kid's Stuff  
Elsa King 
Ellen Kline 
Jan Klineburger 
Jonathan & Keri 

Knapp 
Meredith Koehler 
Margaret & Charles 

Kotal 
Barb Kotsogean 
Frank & Nancy 

Krook 
Kulshan Brewing 

Company  
Sue Kwon 
Alpha Lorelei 

Labella 
Labels  
LaConner Country 

Inn  
LaConner Pub & 

Eatery  
LaConner Seafood 

& Prime Rib  
LaConner Thai 

Garden  
LaGloria Market  
Lakedale Resort 
Brian Lane 
LD Bookkeeping  
Le Panier  
Don & Ardelle 

Leach 
Bette Leal 
Michelle Leal 
Kristine Leander 
Natalie Leininger 
Kristen LeMieux 
Donnette & Larry 

Lennox 
Lenny's Bike Shop  
LFS Marine & 

Outdoor  
Lincoln Theatre  
Liam & Heather 

Lindsay 
Bryanna Linson 
Little Cheerful Cafe  
Loakal Public House  
Mike & Tina Locker 

Tony & Michelle 
Lomsdalen 

Louis Auto Glass  
Errol & Beverly 

Loving 
Lowe's Home 

Improvement  
Kathryn Luera 
Christine Lufkin 
Kippi Lundgren 
Patricia Lundgren 
Lynn Lunoe 
Carlos Lynch 
Mac & Linda 

MacGregor 
Magdalena's 

Creperie  
Theresa Mahar 
Jean & Andrea 

Malan 
Taylor Malan 
Mallard Ice Cream  
Charles and Jo Ann 

Marchese 
Ingrid Martens 
Jack Martin 
Robert Martin 
Massage Envy  
Master Lube  
Joanna Mattson 
Max Dale's Steak 

and Chop House  
Gwenn Maxfield 
Julia Maywald 
McCann & McCann 

Lawyers, PLLC  
McDonald's  
John McGillicuddy 
Clark McKee 
Jewel McNeil 
Kim McSheridan 
Loren McWilliams & 

Teresa Brescia 
Melvin Brewing 
Menace Brewing 
Merry Maids  
Sudan Messick 
Michelle Mickaelian 
Josh & Susan Miller 
Susan Miller 
Darlene Mindrum 
Miniature World 

Family Fun 
Center  

Darrell & Kitty Mintz 
Kim Mitzel 
GG & JC Mizell 
Dave & Sindi Moe 
Bruce & Val Moore 
MoPOP  
Eileen Smith 

Moreland 
Elizabeth & KC 

Morgan 

Mortensen's 
Collectibles  

Mount Baker 
Distillery  

Mount Bakery 
Fairhaven  

Mount Vernon Elks  
The Museum of 

Flight  
Museum of Glass  
Nasty Jack's 

Antiques  
Patricia Neary 
Natasha Ng 
Northwest Honda  
North Bellingham 

Golf Course  
Douglas & Jennifer 

Noxsel 
Oak Harbor Camp 

Fire Clubs  
Kathy Odegard 
Oil Well Fast Lube  
The Olive Shoppe  
Ronni Pottle Olsen 
Carrie Olson 
Skye A Olson 
Orfeo  
Organic Valley  
Kenneth Osborn 
Otion: The Soap Bar  
Jeremy Parkinson 
Richard Parrick 
Pasek Cellars 

Winery  
Joanna Pattison 
Don & Neva Jones 

Pavia 
Susan Pearson 

LMP 
Michael 

Pendergrast 
Renee Perry 
Barbara Petersen 
Roger Peterson 
Deneen Phelan 
Tony Pickering 
Katrina Pierson 
Eleanor Pilon 
Nancy Piovesan 
Pizza Factory  
Popsies  
Anne Porter 
Chauni Porter 
Don & Michele 

Power 
Nancy Preg 
Robert Prins 
Pure Bliss Desserts  
Chuck & Carrie 

Purgett 
Sandy Quinores 
Daniel & Deborah 

Raas 

Jonathan Rands 
Matthew Rathkamp 
Jennifer Reblitz 
Red Door Gifts  
Red Hat Matching 

Gifts  
Tanja Reiss 
Renaissance 

Celebration  
Kathryn Resnick 
Katie Reyerson 
Rosalind Reynolds 
Susannah Ribeiro 
Bonnie Rice 
Rice Insurance 
Mary Kay Richter 
Kim Rietz 
Rise N Shine Auto 

Detailing  
Sandi Robb 
Sharon Robbins 
John & Wendy 

Roberts 
Rocky Mountain 

Chocolate 
Factory  

Savannah Rodlinger 
David & Tawni 

Roetcisoender 
Mark Roetcisoender 

and Vivian 
Koetje  

Robert & Jan Rolf 
Spencer Roozen 
William Roozen 
Rotary Club of La 

Conner  
Rotary Club of 

Mount Vernon  
Austin Roy 
Corinne Russell 
Mike & Carmen 

Sager 
Steve & Julie Sager 
Brandon Sahnow 
Rachael Sahnow 
Nancy Stuart/ 

Saltadena  
Samish Properties  
Stephen Sanders 
Lisa Schaible 
Lonnie Schang 
Tasha Schmidt 
Kim Schultz 
Kate Scott 
Seattle Storm  
Seattle 

Glassblowing 
Studio  

Seattle Mariners  
Seattle Seahawks 

Charitable 
Donation  

Amy Sedovic 

Jerry & Linda 
Larson Sells 

Semiahmoo Golf & 
Country Club  

Richard P & Susan 
Sentner 

Serenity Salon & 
Spa  

Will Seymour 
Steve & Amy 

Shaver 
Shayne Simpson’s 

Rock Solid 
Martial Arts  

Shell Oil Matching 
Gifts  

Silver Bell Winery  
Silver Reef Hotel, 

Casino, and Spa  
Sirena Gelato Cafe  
Skagit Cellars  
Skagit Country 

Historical 
Museum  

Skagit Land Trust  
Skagit Rotary  
Skylark's Hidden 

Cafe  
Smiley Insurance 

Services Corp  
Aubrey Smith 
Don & Kathy Smith 
Don & Patricia 

Smith 
Duane & Christina 

Smith 
Kelsey Snyder 
Soothing Waters  
Soroptimist 

International of 
Anacortes  

Soroptimist 
International of 
Burlington   

Sound Beverage  
Spark Museum of 

Electrical 
Invention  

The Stall  
Stampadoodle & 

The Paper Cafe  
Starbucks  
Jacqueline Stegner 
Step Outside  
Cathie Kirby 

Stevens 
Stewart's 

Consignment  
Pamela Dargitz 

Stollwerck 
Stones Throw 

Brewery  
Duane & Arleen 

Stowe 

Merri Anne Stowe 
Peggy Stowe 
Michele Stowell 
Stowe's Shoes & 

Clothing  
Linda Knapp-Strobel 
Monica Struthers 
Richard & Eileen 

Studebaker 
Chris & Brenda 

Stuvek 
Jesi Stuvek 
Audrey Sumner 
Janell Sutherland 
Lerin Swiackey 
Swinomish Casino 

& Lodge  
Swinomish Golf 

Links  
Taco Del Mar  
A Taste of Elegance  
Margot Taylor 
Peter Taylor 
Dana & Meredith 

Tenneson 
Shelley Tenneson 
Crystal Thomas 
Heather Thomas 
Jana Thomas 
Kevin & Kerry 

Thomas 
Edward & Anita 

Thompson 
Connie Thornton 
Three Little Birds  
Trader Joe's  
The Train Wreck 

Bar & Grill  
Trampoline Zone  
Tucker Family 

Foundation  
Karen Turner 
Two Thimbles Quilt 

Shop  
Danny & Colleen 

Unema 
United Way of 

Skagit County 
University of 

Washington  
Unknown Skate 

Shop  
Upfront Theatre  
Angela Urso 
Vacation 

Internationale  
Terri van der Floof 
Alyson Van Der 

Toorn 
Rodney Vanderhoof 
Ronald & Carolyn 

VanderVegt 
Karin & Jonathan 

Vanhouten 

Vanessa Veit 
Diana Viney 
Judy Vivanco 
Anna Volk 
Wakumi Alumni  
Tyson Waldo 
Jack & Erin Walker 
Joy Walker 
Kirstin & Justin 

Wallin 
James & Darcy 

Walters 
Susan Lavell Warm 
Allison Weber 
Ann Weber 
WECU  
Strand & Pat Wedul 
Marilyn Welch 
Wells Nursery  
Dean & Dani Wesen 
Jesse Wesen 
Michelle Wesen 
Rich & Shaun 

Wesen 
Ron & Jan Wesen 
Rebecca Weston 
Whidbey Coffee  
Wini White 
Julie Whited 
Katie Wigal 
Christa & John 

Williams 
April Williamson 
Diana Wisen 
Ron Wohl 
Chuck Wolber 
Denise Wolff 
Sherry Womack 
The Wood Merchant 
Woodland Park Zoo 
Tim Woodmansee 
The Wool Station  
Catherine Worley 
Rodger & Colleen 

Wright 
WWS Boardshop 
Yeager's Sporting 

Goods  
Christa Young 
Jonathan Yousling 
Reidar & Mildred 

Ytgard 



Classic Club Program Camp Fire serves youth ages 3 through 
18. They meet weekly, bi‐weekly, or monthly throughout the 
year in indoor and outdoor “classrooms”. Adult leaders and 
youth create a wide variety of exciting and educational 
activities, projects, experiences, and events. In fact, activities 
are limited only by the members’ imaginations!  

Enrichment Classes Camp Fire offers After School and 
Community Classes throughout Whatcom and Skagit County. 
Youth, K to 8th grade, participate in hands‐on activities through 
theme‐based curriculum. Each course is 6 to 8 weeks long and 
provides a nurturing, constructive, and inspiring environment 
for young people to discover their sparks. 

Day Away This is Camp Fire Samish’s newest program. 
Classes and activities are in Whatcom and Skagit Counties on 
out‐of‐school days. This program offers a safe and energizing 
environment where youth can learn valuable skills and 
participate in new adventures while spending time with their 
peers. 

Before and After School Program Camp Fire Samish worked 
with Custer Elementary to provide a Before and After School 
Child Care Program. Our licensed professionals offered quality 
childcare along with proven Camp Fire programs. 

Home School Programs Camp Fire Samish has created 
programming specifically for Home School Families.  We 
provide opportunities such as science, exploration, and 
creativity in our new Bellingham Wohelo Room.  Each program 
is geared for hands‐on activities, leadership opportunities, 
learning through communication, and group problem‐solving. 

 

School Year Programs 

Camp Fire’s highly trained, caring staff encourage every child  
and teen to manage their time in a way that aligns with their 
individual passions and talents. Our staff also engages youth by 
gathering input to incorporate into Camp Fire activities each day.  

2017 Highlights 
 Club membership continues to expand. 

 Camp Fire Candy gross product sales exceeded 
$42,000. 

 Over $35,000 was invested in Camp Kirby. In 
addition to ongoing maintenance and repairs, 
we constructed two new platform tents, 
expanded Hi Tor, purchased a three door 
commercial freezer, added new kayaks to the 
fleet, and acquired more bunk beds to expand 
both camper and staff capacity. 

 The WAKUMI Alumni group was awarded an 
honorarium brick at the 2017 Annual meeting 
for their continued passion and support of 
Camp Fire Samish and Camp Kirby. 

 Resident Camp was attended by 535 individual 
campers – many for multiple weeks. 

 In 2017, we awarded a record $24,463 in 
campership funds to youth who would not 
otherwise have been able to attend Day or 
Resident Camp.  

 Our year round staff continues to expand. 
Welcome to Braydon, Jasmine, Jenny, Maura, 
and Taylor!  

 And as a result of our growing staff, we doubled 
the size of our Bellingham office space. 

 In September, staff hosted a Community 
Appreciation Day at Camp. It was fun to visit 
with past campers and staff members!  

 Several elementary schools in Skagit and 
Whatcom counties approached Camp Fire 
Samish to teach after‐school enrichment 
classes. We taught Art in Nature, Babysitting 
Certification, Environmental Education, Science 
and/or Survival Skills at four schools and to one 
home school group. We are expanding in 2018. 

 For the second year in a row, Camp Kirby was 
voted the “Best Kids Camp” by Pacific 
Northwest A‐List voters!! 

From our  
Executive Director 

Over the past year, your gifts of time, treasures, and 
talents have impacted hundreds of youth and their 
families. Youth competencies soared around life and 
social skills, conflict resolution, confidence, empathy, 
teamwork, inclusiveness, and purpose development. 
Simply put; staff members and volunteers in our 
Camp Fire Samish and Camp Kirby families, 
empowered youth to thrive. 

This annual report celebrates our growth and success 
in 2017. I’m excited to see where our shared passion 
will take us next! 

WoHeLo, 

Erin Walker  
Executive Director 



Camp Fire Samish 
1321 King Street, #3 

Bellingham, WA 98229 
360.733.5710 

info@campfiresamish.org 
www.campfiresamishcouncil.org 

From the Board 
President 

Board of Directors 
Joan Harris ‐   

President 
 

Vanessa Veit ‐  
Vice‐President 

 

Mark Roetcisoender ‐  
Treasurer 

Erin Adair 
Mike Burns 

Todd Frankenfield 
Loren McWilliams 

Shaun Wesen 
Jonathan Yousling 

I would like to start by thanking all of our 
staff members for a job well done this 
year. Camp Fire Samish programs are 
growing, so adding  additional office 
space in Bellingham has helped the work 
process immensely! The Board of 
Directors continues to improve by 
making good decisions, participating in 
our fundraisers, and attending work 
parties. I'm looking forward to another 
great year!! 

Joan Harris 
Board of Directors President 

Erin Walker ‐  
Executive Director 

Heather Lindsay ‐  
Program Director 

Teresa Brescia ‐  
Development Coordinator/

Bookkeeper 

Kathryn Luera ‐  
Camp Registrar and  

Resident Camp Director 

Maura McKole ‐  
Program Facilitator  

Aaron Deshaies ‐  
Director of Operations 

Erin & Amanda Adair ‐ 
Camp Kirby Site Managers 

Jenny Funderburg ‐  
Whatcom Membership 

Administrator 

Jeri Taylor &  
Sandy Quinores ‐  

Island Membership 
Administrators 

Darcy Walters ‐  
Office Assistant 

Victor B Gotelaere ‐  
Fundraising Coordinator 

Maddie Dineen ‐  
Environmental Education 

Coordinator 

Braydon Bippley ‐  
Program Assistant 

Jasmine Emery ‐  
Program Assistant 

Taylor Malan ‐  
Program Assistant 

Camps & Outdoor Education 

Camp Kirby’s camper‐centered philosophy teaches campers how to interact and become part of a community by planning their own program 
at their developmental level. Challenge activities, archery, climbing wall, canoes, and outdoor living skills build self‐esteem and confidence in 
campers while they make new friends and have the time of their lives! 

Resident Camp Half and one week programs are offered 
in July and August for school‐aged youth entering 1st 
through 12th grade.  Each week is themed, and activities 
are designed to incorporate Camp Kirby’s extraordinary 
natural surroundings. 

Day Camp This 5‐day themed adventure ignites a child’s 
imagination. K to 10th graders live in a world of wonder. 
The program is tailored to take advantage of the unique 
features of Kirby and includes archery, crafts, swimming, 
outdoor cooking, and one optional overnight. 

Environmental Education Camp Kirby provides an 
exciting learning experience through hands‐on projects 
and activities that have a lasting effect on students. Youth 
gain environmental awareness and an appreciation for the 
world around them. We believe in the power of nature to 
awaken a child’s senses, curiosity, and desire to learn. It is 
a collaborative program shared with teachers, parents, 
and school administrators which  influences students’ lives 
and makes a positive impact on the environment. 

Teen Service & Leadership 
All of Camp Fire Samish’s teen programs work to empower teens to become leaders  
in their community today, while preparing them for wherever their future will take them. Teen 
programs offer advanced leadership skill‐building and are great for individuals, clubs, or groups. 

Counselor‐in‐Training (CIT ) This program at Resident Camp prepares youth in 11th and 
12th grade for counselor positions at our camps. It offers significant personal and early 
professional development experiences. 

Teens in Action A youth‐led and youth‐driven program! While guided by trained adults who 
act as mentors, the teens identify community needs and decide on issues they want to take 
action on to make an impact in their community.  

Counselor‐Assistant‐Training (CAT) Youth entering 9th and 10th grade spend Day Camp 
week learning valuable leadership skills, help out at different activity areas, and support 
camper groups while practicing their new fundamental skills. 

The Wohelo Award “Wohelo” stands for Work, Health, and Love—values that have been 
central to Camp Fire since we were founded in 1910. This prestigious award, for youth 15 to 
20 years old, offers opportunities for personal development, leadership, and advocacy on 
important issues. It is earned by completing an intensive and individualized set of projects 
designed to take approximately 4 years to complete. Teenage participants create their own 
projects based on their interests, values, and goals. Completing the requirements to earn the 
Wohelo Award takes incredible amounts of tenacity, creativity, and determination.  

2017 Camp Fire Samish   
Camp Kirby Staff 



Light the fire within 
 

Camp Fire was created to guide young 
people on their journey to self‐discovery.  
Camp Fire helps youth dig deep inside and 
discover their "sparks," their personally 
defined nuggets of potential. 
 

The founders of Camp Fire felt strongly 
that young people need experiences that 
teach them to care for themselves, their 
environment, and the people around them. 

The Camp Fire Experience 
 

Professionally trained leaders. Caring adults who are true 
mentors. Our work with young people is tailored to each individual, 
guiding them to be their best, a “best” they define themselves. Camp Fire 
adults are passionate role models and champions of children. Programs 
encourage and guide youth to discover their sparks. 

Our Promise 
Young people want to shape 

the world. Camp Fire provides 
the opportunity to find their 

spark, lift their voice, and  
discover who they are.  

 

In Camp Fire, it begins now.  
 

Light the fire within 

Participant Driven 
Guided by trained adults, each young 
person sets their best course, with no 
checklists. Youth build self‐esteem and 
are motivated to find their true voice. As 
youth learn to care and work  with others 
they gain self‐confidence, lift their voices, 
and become better citizens. 

Inclusive 
Camp Fire is open to everyone. 
The uniqueness of individuals and 
families is embraced and celebrated 
every day. Camp Fire builds lasting 
relationships between people of all 
ages and backgrounds. 

Contemporary 
Camp Fire helps you  develop skills, now. Camp Fire engages 
youth right away and gives them the opportunity to build their 
abilities today. We build a strong foundation, preparing youth for 
the present and the future. 

Camp Fire Samish 
Annual Report 
2017 


