
Participant Driven 
Camp Fire is led by youth. 

Camp Fire is about creating new 
opportunities for you. As you work  

with others you gain self-confidence, 
lift your voice, and become a  

better citizen. 
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Light the fire within 
 

Camp Fire was created to guide young people 
on their journey to self-discovery.  Camp Fire 
helps youth dig deep inside and discover their 
"sparks," their personally defined nuggets of 
potential. 
 

The founders of Camp Fire felt strongly that 
young people need experiences that teach 
them to care for themselves, their 
environment, and the people around them. 

The Camp Fire Experience 
 

Discover your spark. 
Do you want to discover yourself?   
Do you want to make an impact? 
With Camp Fire, you can. 
 

At Camp Fire, staff, volunteers, and 
people like you are exceptional role 
models.  Our programs encourage you to 
discover your passion—your spark. 

Inclusive 
Camp Fire is open to everyone. 

The uniqueness of every  
individual and family is embraced  

and celebrated every day. 
At Camp Fire, you will build lasting 

relationships with people of all 
ages and backgrounds. 

Our Promise 

Young people want to shape the world. 
Camp Fire provides the opportunity 

to find their spark,  
lift their voice, and  

discover who they are.  
In Camp Fire, it begins now.  

 

Light the fire within 

Contemporary 
Camp Fire helps you  
develop skills, now. 

Together we build a strong  
foundation which empowers  
you to take initiative today. 
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Diana Wisen - 
Day Camp Director 

Camp Fire Samish 
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Camp Kirby’s camper-centered philosophy 
teaches campers how to interact and become part 
of a community by planning their own  program at 
their developmental level. Challenge activities, 
archery range, climbing wall, canoes and outdoor 
living skills build self-esteem and confidence in 
campers while they make new friends and have 
the time of their lives! 

Half, one and two week programs are offered in 
July and August for school-aged youth entering 
first through twelfth grade.  Each week is themed, 
and designed to take advantage of Camp Kirby’s 
extraordinary natural  surroundings.  The CIT 
(Counselor-in-Training) program is a leadership 
training program for older teens.  

Environmental 
Education 

Camp Kirby 
Resident Camp 

Environmental Education programs build  
respect through hands-on experiences in  
nature’s classroom. The place-based learning 
experience allows youth a chance to apply new 
knowledge and skills through interactive 
exercises and games in the lush forests, 
pristine wetlands, and unique beaches of the 
Pacific Northwest.  Students gain a greater 
understanding of their world  and acquire the 
necessary tools to make decisions for a 
sustainable world.  In nature’s classroom, 
learning and fun go hand in hand! From the Board President 
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Hello and welcome to all. 2015 was my first year on the board 
and I was privileged to be elected as President in July. I have 
learned a lot from Erin Baldwin, Teresa Brescia, other board 
members, staff and volunteers. 

Our staff and volunteers have served our youth well. Resident 
camp numbers were up significantly and we had active Camp 
Fire clubs in each county. Camp Kirby has continued to be 
functional and beautiful thanks to the hard work of our Site 
Managers, Erin and Amanda Adair. 

We ended the year in great financial shape and have a balanced 
budget for 2016. Short and long term goals in our strategic 
plan are attainable and quantifiable. With your help you we can 
continue to make Camp Fire Samish a thriving entity in our 
community.  

I look forward to serving you in 2016. 

Joan Harris 

Board of Directors President 



Transforming an organization requires commitment, 
investment, time, and patience.  Eliminating stagnant 
programs and practices, instituting higher standards, 
adopting stricter policies, and fine tuning procedures 
takes dedication, hard work and often, compromise.  
Camp Fire Samish and Camp Kirby are blessed with an 
awesome board, fabulous staff members, generous 
donors, and dedicated volunteers who are all willing 
to take up the challenge of making our council the 
best it can be.  That said; I am overjoyed to announce 
that Camp Fire Samish concluded 2015 with increased 
youth participation, stellar numbers, improved 
outcomes, and money in the bank!  Even better, we’ve 
made huge strides toward continuing this growth and 
improvement.  

The 2015 Annual Report is the vehicle we use to 
communicate and document our successes, and to 
honor the legacy of Camp Fire Samish and Camp 
Kirby. This report is also intended to pay tribute to our 
many community partners, donors, sponsors, and 
volunteers.  Together, we’re building a strong council 
and creating a foundation to empower our youth and 
improve our community. Thank you! 

Erin Baldwin 
Executive Director 

 

2015 Highlights 
The number of youth members in Classic Clubs rose 
19%, due in part to our new Regional Membership 
Manager, Kelsey Clarke. 

Our “Five Year Strategic Plan” dictates a 3% per year 
growth in youth entering 1st through 5th grades at 
Resident Camp. Kathryn Luera, Registrar and 
Resident Camp Director, delivered a 40% increase 
over 2014! Her exceptional customer service skills and 
passion for children ensure that Camp Kirby is a safe, 
nurturing, and fun place for kids. 

We passed our ACA (American Camping Association) 
reaccreditation with perfect scores! 

A record 22 nonprofit groups rented Camp Kirby in 
2015; many of them utilizing Camp Fire’s 
programming and/or meal service.  

The Site Managers at Camp Kirby, Erin and Amanda 
Adair, cultivated numerous volunteer work groups 
from within the community and continue to move 
forward with much needed repairs. Camp has never 
looked better! 

To remain in compliance with United Way of Skagit 
County, we now undergo a full audit every year. Thank 
you to bookkeeper Teresa Brescia, for making this a 
seamless process.  

Camp Fire Samish established a reserve fund of 
nearly $15,000!! 

Executive Director Erin Baldwin, was named a 2015 
SWAN (Skagit Women’s Alliance and Network) 
Business and Professional Women of the Year. 

Like all Camp Fire programs, Self-Reliance 
courses attempt to negate traditional 
stereotypes, and help boys and girls develop a 
balance of critical life skills.  These classes help 
to increase self-esteem, enhance problem 
solving and decision making abilities, teach 
basic life skills that keep kids healthy and safe, 
and address the complex issues of human 
relationships. 

Camp Fire Samish conducts Self-Reliance 
courses in partnership with Burlington Parks & 
Recreation. 

Samish Council currently offers a full week day 
camp experience at beautiful Camp Kirby on 
Samish Island.   The program is tailored  to take 
advantage of the unique features of Kirby, which 
is located on 47 acres of lush forest, wetlands, 
and Puget Sound beaches.  

Clubs explore the Camp Fire Trails: 
 

 Environment: To understand, appreciate, 
and care for the world around us. 
 Creativity: To stimulate imagination 
through art, dramatics and music. 
 Family and Community: To develop 
compassion for others, a desire to give service, 
and strengthen citizenship. 
 Knowing Me: To further self-confidence, self- 
reliance and to enhance each child’s place in the 
family and in his or her community. 
 The Future: To inspire curiosity and new 
interests through games, science, sports and 
outdoor adventures. 

Self Reliance 

Camp Kirby 
Day Camp 

Classic Club 
Clubs consist of four or more children, each with 
at least two adult leaders.  Camp Fire serves 
youth ages 3 through 18. They meet weekly or bi
-weekly throughout the year at a time and 
location convenient to the leaders and youth. 
Clubs provide a wide variety of exciting and fun 
activities, projects, experiences and events. In 
fact, the activities are limited only by the 
members’ imaginations. 

A Word from our 

Executive Director 



Our deepest apologies if anyone was missed.  Thank you to all. 

In Honor 
 

First Camp Kirby CIT’s 
Sarah ‘Zadig’ Melo 
Kathryn ‘KitKat’ Luera 
Cheyenne ‘Munchlax’ Bennett 
Peggy Jewell Holstine 
Kate ‘Needles’ Scott 
Autumn & River Taylor 
Anna & Jack Volk  

2 Bar Spirits Lynn Bennett Chuckanut Manor 
Fairhaven Runners and 
Walkers 

Noreen Hartley Kristine Leander Susan Miller Brian & Krista Poppe 
Silver Reef Hotel, Casino, 
and Spa 

Two Thimbles Quilt Shop 

20th Century Bowl Erin & Charles Bentson 
Warren & Louinda 
Churchward 

Fairhaven Toy Garden Katherine Haskell Natalie Leininger Darlene Mindrum Nancy Preg Sally Simmons University of Washington 

A1 Landscape Design Best Buy Burlington Ciao Thyme Farm to Market Bakery Lenora Hass Donnette & Larry Lennox Darrell & Kitty Mintz Daniel & Deborah Raas Skagit Land Trust Upfront Theatre 

John & Tami Abenroth The Best For You Shaklee Kelsey Clarke The Farmhouse Jean Heflin Lenny's Bike Shop GG & JC Mizell Railroad Market Skagit Radio Sports Uptown Art Studio 

Norma Acalin James & Susan Bet The Coffee Barn Tobie Fehr Henderson Books Randi & Frank Leonetti Dave & Sindi Moe Red Door Gifts Skagit State Bank 
United Way of Skagit 
County 

Ace Hardware 
Betty Lou's Downtown 
Emporium 

Community Food Co-op Levi Fisher Heritage Distilling Karen Lewis-Hart Katie Monday Redbox Skylark's Hidden Cafe 
United Way of Whatcom 
County 

ACT-A Contemporary 
Theatre 

Birch Equipment & Rental Costco-Bellingham Robert & Tracey Fisher Kaye Hoegemeyer Lincoln Theatre Bruce & Val Moore Holly Reid Derek & Susan Slotemaker Theresa van der Vlugt 

Erin & Amanda Adair Cheryl Bishop Costco-Burlington William Fitzharris Leslie Holmes Diane E Lind Eileen Smith Moreland Stan & Charleen Relyea 
Smiley Insurance Services 
Corp. 

Rodney Vanderhoof 

Ray Adair Black Pearl Jody Cousins Florentine Design Group April Holstine Lombardi's Harry Morrow Doris Rempel Don & Kathy Smith Alyson VanderToorn 

Alaska Airlines Savannah Blue Michael & Diane Crawford Nadine Foist James & Peggy Holstine Louis Auto Glass Mount Baker Theatre Rice Insurance Douglas & Shirley Smith Helen VanLohuizen 

Peter Ali of Stellar Flutes Blue Heron Coffee Co. CreativiTea Larry & Susan Forsythe Dale & Janet Holt Errol & Beverly Loving Mount Bakery Fairhaven Sue Richardson Patty Smith Vanessa Veit 

AMC Theaters Matt Bluhm Dave Crider Bridgette Francisco Home Depot Kathryn Luera The Museum of Flight 
Mary Kay Richter & Peter 
Schmitz 

Regan Smith Victoria's Secret 

Jennifer Angelis 
Bob's Burgers & Brew - 
Jon Rickert 

Betty Crippen Sue Franey Honey Bucket. Kippi Lundgren 
Naked Body Butter Bath & 
Body 

Mike & Arlene Riddle Soothing Waters Vis Seafood 

Anonymous BOOM! Elite Martial Arts Cruisin Coffee Todd Frankenfield Kevin Hong Patricia Lundgren 
Nell Thorn Waterfront 
Bistro & Bar 

Sharon Robbins 
Spark Museum of 
Electrical Invention 

Jack Walker 

Anthony's Restaurants Bow Hill Blueberries 
R Dean & Janice 
Cunningham 

Noreen Fujito Sacco Gary & Sandy Hopper Lois Lundquist Lori Nevin John & Wendy Roberts The Stall Stacy Walker 

Apple Yarn Heidi Bradley Dahl Electric Inc Catherine Funk Beverly Hughes Mario Macaluso Vickie Newell Jennifer Robinson Stampadoodle Walking Mod 

Archer Halliday Ryan Bradley Andrea & Bradley Dana John Gallagher Island Mariner Cruises 
Mad Batter Cupcakes & 
Confections 

Nitty Gritty Garden Club 
Rocket Donuts and Fat Pie 
Pizza 

Jacqueline Stegner Barbara Walthall 

Argosy Cruises Donna Brancheau Carolyn Davis Garden Spot Nursery Katherine Janicki Mallard Ice Cream 
North Bellingham Golf 
Course 

Rocky Mountain Chocolate 
Factory 

Step Outside Wander Brewing 

Howard & Thais Armstrong Mellissa Brancheau Deception Distilling Delia & Robert Gauvreau JC Penney Co. 
Charles and Jo Ann 
Marchese 

Northwest Honda Lisa Rodgers-Potter 
Stevens Pass Mountain 
Resort 

Sarah Warren 

Atkinson Family Dentistry Brandywine Kitchen Kraig DeMatteis Warren & Suzanne Gilbert Emelie M Jeffers Jack Martin Ocean Food LTD 
David & Tawni 
Roetcisoender 

Peggy Stowe Susan Wean 

Lorrie Austin Donald & Zola Branham Aaron Deshaies David & Nancy Gillespie Carolyn Jenkins Robert Martin 
Charles & Elizabeth 
O'Hara 

Mark Roetcisoender Michele Stowell Kim Webster 

AVEDA Karen Branham Laura Dewitt Go Big Paintball Park Earle & Anne Jewell Jerry & Leanne Maskell The Oil Well Robert & Jan Rolf Meg Sweeney Kamriell Welty 

Avenue Bread Bellingham Brant Club Bob & Mary Dickinson Roger & Kris Goodan Morris & Marcia Johnson Master Lube 
Olive Shoppe/Ginger 
Grater 

William Roozen Sweeties on Chuckanut Ron & Jan Wesen 

Maynard Axelson Brooks Manufacturing Dick's Sporting Goods Deven Grant Ron Johnson Kirk & Joanna Mattson 
Oliver-Hammer Clothes 
Shop 

Royal Jules 
Swinomish Casino & 
Lodge 

Westland Distillery 

Brian & Caroline Baldie Joyce Brown Robert & Janice Dionne Great Harvest Bread Co. Julie Jones 
Max Dale's Steak and 
Chop House 

Jan Oswold Robert Ruth Jan Taylor Rebecca Weston 

Erin Baldwin Ed & Jean Brunz Disneyland Resort Cindy Greenfield Irene Kasson Gwenn Maxfield Otion: The Soap Bar 
Samish Island Community 
Center 

Margot Taylor Wini White 

Barrett Transmission 
Services 

Buethorn Watercolor 
Studio 

Janell Doggett Pat Grenfell Rudy & Kathy Kerkvliet 
McCann & McCann 
Lawyers, PLLC 

Outerwall Inc. Margaret Saul Paul Taylor Julie Whited 

Beachwood Resort Daniel & Kori Burwell Mahari Doran-Cline Gwen Groden Elsa King Lisa McIntyre The Oyster Bar Kim Schultz Dana Tenneson Christa & John Williams 

Mike Beaton Camaloch Golf Course Babette Dornbush Robert Groenendijk Kite Paddle Surf Jewel McNeil Trillis Parker Howard & Kathy Scott Shelley Tenneson Rachel Williams 

ES & Marilyn Bell Dan & Chris Cameron Douglas James Company Hair & Body Mechanix Jan Klineburger Loren McWilliams Joanna Pattison Kate Scott Richard & Sandra Terio April Williamson 

Belle Flora Sally Campbell Fonda Downs Lavone Hall Josephine Klop Merry Maids Don & Neva Pavia Jeff & Audrey Seaholm Tesoro Diana Wisen 

Bellewood Distilling Richard & Betty Carey Becky & Dennis Duvall Scott & Christina Ham Linda Knapp-Strobel Mervin Manufacturing Jeannette Payne 
Seattle Seahawks 
Charitable Donation 

Thai Garden and Bunyuen Woodland Park Zoo 

Bellingham Bells Jane Carter Lori Eberle Hamann's Gallery and Gift Mary Koehler Rosemary Meyers Tim & Sydnee Payton Seattle Storm Edward & Anita Thompson Woodsmiths Furniture 

Bellingham Detail and 
Glass 

Cedarville Farm 
Edgewater Garden Club of 
Samish Island 

Katherine Hanbury Jim & Linda Kolbo Alex Michael J Michael Pearson Alfred Seitz Eric Thordarson The Woolley Market 

Bellingham Flatbread & 
Bakery 

Robert & Katherine 
Cederstrom 

EMP Museum Angela Hancock Kulshan Brewery Michael's Books Roger Peterson Jerry & Linda Larson Sells Trader Joe's Catherine Worley 

Bellingham Grocery Outlet Charlie Hoppes Wine Boss Joy English Frances Hansen Kyle Matson Miir Bottles Tony Pickering 
Semiahmoo Golf & 
Country Club 

The Train Wreck Bar & 
Grill 

Rodger & Colleen Wright 

Bellingham Spine & Disc Chihuly Studio Debbie Ensey Betty Harris LaConner Channel Lodge Betty Miles Pickford Film Center Sempre Italiano Tri-Dee Arts Wyman Park 

Bellingham Theatre Guild 
Gerald & Susan 
Christensen 

Shirley Entrikin Darlene Harris Don & Ardelle Leach Bliss Miller Eleanor Pilon 
Richard P & Susan 
Sentner 

Turner Photographics 
Yondersea Men's 
Grooming Lounge 

Bellingham Bay Rotary The Chrysalis Inn & Spa Joyce Erickson Joan Harris Leah Farris Josh & Susan Miller PinkCalyx.com Thomas Shane Tweets  

Gordan & Dorothy Benner 
Chuckanut Brewery & 
Kitchen 

Fairhaven Pizza & Prawns Tracy Harris Bette Leal Meredith Miller Nancy Piovesan Shooting Stars Two Moons Gallery & Gifts  

Donors 2015 

In Memoriam 
 Dorene Bay 
 Louise Bergman 
 Carolyn Brown 
 Linda (McIntyre) Dowe 
 Doris Egbert 
 Eddie Evans 
 Patricia Garrett 
 Joann Gibbons 
 Sue Ellen Heflin 
 Virginia Holt 
 Billie Johnson 
 Rudy Johnson 

 Irene Kasson 
 Dick Leidholm 
 Jeanne Ragan Martin 
 Abby Miller-Busche 
 Melvin & Idris Oiness 
 Mary Jones Pennington 
 Ted Preg 
 Eilene Robbins 
 Jo Rodgers 
 Harold Strobel 
 Joan Vanderhoof 

Donations to Camp Fire Samish have been made in 
remembrance or honor of these  special people.  

Remembrance and Honorarium  

Girl Scouts 
United Way of Skagit  
County Days of Caring 

Resident Camp Staff & CIT’s 
Tesoro Refining & Marketing Co. 

Williams Pipeline 
Wakumi Alumni 

Whidbey Island Marines 

Service Groups & Businesses who have 
volunteered their time and services: 

Thank you! 
Your contributions of money, time and energy 
are all vital to the preservation of Camp Kirby 

and Camp Fire Samish.   

Your support has helped us persevere through 

tough times and emerge stronger and able to 

serve more children.  Your donation lights the 
way for children to experience the magic of 

Camp Kirby, connect to their community and the 

natural world, enjoy hands-on learning and 
physical activities, and are part of programs that 

create the next generation of leaders. 

Thank you again for joining in the continued 

success of Camp Fire Samish & Camp Kirby as 
we serve even more youth!  
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